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TOKYO - Japan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs has decided to significantly improve the
treatment of “official residence chefs” at embassies and consulates abroad who are

responsible ( (O ) Japanese cuisine and other types of fine dishes for important figures

in host countries.

(#)The move is aimed at securing talented chefs, at

Japanese restaurants overseas, to enhance Japan’s diplomatic capabilities.

Traditionally, these chefs were privately hired and their salaries paid out of the
ambassadors’ own pockets. Moving forward, they will be employed under official
government contracts, with ( A ) such as bonuses, housing budgets and “hardship
allowances” that reflect local living costs and conditions. Recruitment processes will begin

in July, with { B ) scheduled to start in January next year or after.

Most of Japan’s more than 200 diplomatic missions abroad today have residence chefs,
either Japanese or foreign nationals, who prepare meals for parties and other events

( @ ) at the official residences of ambassadors and consuls.

Since hospitality in a relaxed ( C ) with shared meals is essential for building
networks, gathering information and engaging with the host country, these residence

chefs are also referred to as “culinary diplomats.”

In the case of highly skilled chefs, attention to detail goes beyond flavor to include
presentation and the ( D ) of meal services — factors that significantly enhance the
effectiveness of diplomatic dining. According to Foreign Ministry officials, some of the
residence chefs have earned such a strong reputation for their Japanese cuisine and
other dishes ( ( ) even high-profile politicians who usually decline invitations from

other embassies attend events at Japanese missions.

In recent years, however, ( E ) such as the growing popularity of Japanese food,
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rising labor costs and the weaker yen have accelerated the outflow of chefs including

sushi masters to foreign countries, (V2]

The ministry will also revise the period of employment for residence chefs. ( @ ) chefs
were privately hired by ambassadors and consuls whose terms varied from one to five
years, their employment periods had been unstable. Going forward, chefs will be hired
under a two-year contract in principle with the diplomatic missions, which can be

renewed annually after the initial contract expires.

In addition, instead of requiring chefs to live in the official residences, the ministry will
provide allowances for rental housing to ensure their privacy. The ministry also plans to

expand their role ( ® ) cultural ambassadors to promote Japan (9]

and other engagements in host countries.
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The move is aimed at securing talented chefs, 21 22
23 at Japanese restaurants overseas, to enhance

Japan’s diplomatic capabilities.
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and other engagements in host countries.
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At the Expo 2025 Osaka Tourist Information Center: Emily, a tourist from Australia,

speaks to Akira, a staff member.

Akira:

Emily:

Akira:

Emily:

Akira:

Emily:

Akira:

Emily:

Akira:

Emily:

Akira:

Hi there! Welcome. Are you enjoying the Expo today?
Hello! Yes, it’s amazing { A ).
My name is Akira. Can I help you { B ) anything?

Yes, thank you. My name is Emily. (1)I’'m the Expo

today, then explore Kansai for three days starting tomorrow.

That sounds wonderful! Kansai has many fascinating places. Have you been to
Japan before?

Yes, I've visited famous spots like Kiyomizudera and Dotonbori before. This time,
I'm hoping to find hidden gems or places to interact with locals and experience
Japanese culture. Any recommendations?

I see! That’s a great idea. You want a different side of Japan, away from typical
tourist spots. Just a moment, please, ... . I have a few suggestions for you.
Here’s a copy of the Recommended 3-Day Itinerary. For your first day, how
about exploring Osaka’s local charm? Shinsekai: A retro downtown area with
“kushikatsu” restaurants and nostalgic game stalls, popular with locals. Also,
Karabori Shopping Street: A traditional street with stylish cafes and quirky
stores.

Oh, Shinsekai sounds great! I'd love to try “kushikatsu.” Karabori sounds
interesting too.

For your second day, how about venturing out for nature and history?

Naramachi in Nara: (2)An old town near Nara Park,

— great for chatting with local people. And Mount Koya (Koyasan) in Wakayama:
A sacred UNESCO World Heritage site for a “shukubo” (temple lodging)
experience, offering spiritual culture.

Naramachi sounds great! I didn’t know about it. Mount Koya and a “shukubo”
experience sound appealing too!

For your last day, how about a creative experience? Pottery experience: Try
pottery in Kyoto or Shiga to make a unique souvenir and potentially interact
with locals. Or a Cooking Class: Learn Japanese dishes like “Takoyaki” or sushi

rolls in Osaka, naturally ( C ) conversation about food culture.
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Emily: Pottery and a cooking class both sound great! I'd love to make something
( D ), and cooking sounds fun for cultural learning and chatting with locals!

Akira: I think these options fit your request, Emily. { E ) me know if you need
more details on transportation or anything else.

Emily: Thank you, Akira! These are wonderful ideas, it’s hard to choose! I'll check them
out and come back for more advice, if that’s okay?

Akira:  Of course! We'll be here. I hope you have a fantastic trip!

Emily: Thanks so much!
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(1) As so many people boarded the train, we ( ) further and further inside.| 46
7 pushing A was pushed
7 give a push I got pushed

(2) Youll gain ( ) more experience in this field at this university. | 47 \
7 many A4 much 7 so I such

(3) A wet kitten was crying sadly in the rain, so I couldn’t ( ) take it home.
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7 so 1 help 7 but I doing
(4) It was so careless ( ) my phone at home today, of all days! 49
7 for me to leave 4 of me to leave
77 for me leaving I of me leave
(5) I saw a classmate in the crowd and called out to her, but I couldn’t ( )
myself heard.
7 make 4 have 7 give I do
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