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Museums across Japan are facing a shortage of storage space for their collections. It is
important to ensure that necessary collections are passed on to future generations

( A ) for items’ preservation and disposal.

The Nara Prefectural Museum of Folklore, ( (O ) exhibits old farming instruments and
folk tools, has suspended exhibits in its main building ( @ ) July last year because
the storeroom is [ull and the museum needs to organize its collections, among other

tasks.

According to a survey by the Japanese Association of Museums, about 60% of all

museum storerooms in Japan are “full” or “nearly full.”

In ( ® ) to the collections { B ), museums also receive many donations from local
residents and others. Most of the museums were built in the 1960s and ’70s, or during
the period of the ( @ ) bubble economy in the 1980s and '90s. ( ® ) these
museums are currently aging, it is difficult for them to build additional storage space

due to local governments’ financial difficulties.

Collections at museums are valuable assets that convey Japanese history and culture.

($]All the parties these important materials in the limited

space available.

Nearly 20% of all museums have not even created a ledger that lists the years ( C ),

among other information. (V] , there is no hope for proper

management. First, they need to work to organize the collections.
If storage space absolutely cannot be secured, there might be no alternative but to

consider disposing of some items. In such a case, it is essential to sufficiently seek the

opinions of experts and determine the appropriateness of the disposal.
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(% )Situations must be avoided ; spark an uproar by

discovering their value later.

Some museums have stored their collections in former school buildings. Although there
are issues such as inadequate temperature and humidity control, this may be a useful

approach as part of securing new storage locations.

One idea would be collaboration among multiple museums, so facilities ( D ) can

borrow space from those that still have it.

To promote the creation of storage space and other improvements, it is essential for

museums to increase their revenue.

In recent years, some museums have increased the number of visitors ( E ) that
allow visitors to tour the storage facilities themselves, opening a window to their
backstage areas. Museums need to devise ways to communicate and publicize their

attractions, such as by strengthening multilingual explanations for foreign visitors.

Museums can be called an indicator of a country’s cultural standards. The preservation
of materials is also an important role of museums. It is vital for the central government
to establish standards for the storage and disposal of stored items without leaving such

measures up to local governments and to support museums financially as well.
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77 when the materials were collected I by clarifying the rules

4 with full storage capacity

5 FNENFIRICNE > TERE S
(1) THRE (B) 25 [RONLFHATRLZENT, ChL0EELERZLEOL ) ITREL
T A, BREEEPHNELRLINETY ] OBRERIELLLDL L) T ~7 O
h)) BW-grees, (20 ][22 |28 |1KaborBihsn,

All the parties 21 [22] [23]

these important materials in the limited space available.

7 focus 1 on 7 how I protect

7  their wisdom 7% concerned * to 7 should

@40~ 5)



(2) THER (W) 25 [EDL ) LEMEHEL TV A2 2 IR L 200, @ 2E

HIIEOIT A OFRERTELI L DL CT~20 0 (W) *B~_Brl-L i,

(24| - [5] - [26]|iccrboemrnsv, ob LRHBHELALTFTE
BERTVET,
24 25 26 , there is no hope

for proper management.

7 of 4 materials 7 they I hold

#  what 71 a clear understanding ¥ without 27 kinds of

(3) THUES (D] 2% [HWELR I CERZLSG L, RIS o TEOMEAH AL BB %

] 6
(1)

(2)

FIERIT L) HEBRABIIZTNERY A OBKRERTEC R L LT ~7

B gdegakrs, | 27] - (28] |29 | Krvorminrsn,
Situations must be avoided _28 ) p
29 spark an uproar by discovering their value later.
7 museums A items 7 to I which
F in 77 only * of 7 easily dispose

KXDOABEEF>TVWBELDE [T7], AoTwndold [4] TEX LS\,
It is easy for museums built in the 1980s and '90s to construct new storage

areas because of strong financial support from local governments. 30

The article suggests that disposing of some museum items is never an acceptable

option, even if storage space is severely limited. 3

&

Using former school buildings for museum collections is ideal because they

naturally offer excellent temperature and humidity control. 32

g

Some museums are successfully drawing more visitors by offering tours of their
storage facilities and improving multilingual information for international guests.

33

4]

The central government must establish nationwide standards for the storage and

disposal of museum items. 34

]
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Mai, a high school student, and John, an exchange student, are talking about the

problem of population decline in Japan at a coffee shop.

Mai:

John:

Mai:

John:

Mai:

John:

Mai:

John:

Mai:

John:

Mai:

John:

Hi John, ( O ). I've been thinking a lot about Japan’s declining population,
which we’ve been studying in school, and honestly, it worries me.
Of course, Mai. It’s a big concern. What’s on your mind specifically?

(I)Our teacher a serious labor shortage. This could

cause economic decline, as there won’t be enough people for jobs, production, or
services. It’s frightening.

I understand your concern. A shrinking workforce presents challenges. However,
( @ ), especially with technology advancing so quickly.

Really? How so? Don’t we still need people to operate things and innovate, even
with technology?

Absolutely, people are always ( A ). But consider: by the time today’s
newborns enter the workforce, for example, in 20-25 years, Al and robotics will
be incredibly ( B ). Automation could fundamentally change “labor.”

So, Al and robots will fill the gaps? But what about jobs needing human
creativity, empathy, or complex problem-solving?

For ( C ) or physically demanding jobs, yes, they already are. Even for
human-centric skills, Al is rapidly developing. Think about Al assisting doctors or
artists. They won’t replace humans entirely, but they can support our capabilities
and handle huge amounts of work.

That’s an interesting perspective. So, instead of needing more people, we might
just need fewer, highly skilled individuals working with advanced tech?

Precisely! The focus might shift from a large quantity of workers to a highly
skilled and ¢ D ) workforce. Productivity per person could increase
dramatically due to technological assistance, even if total worker numbers decline.
I hadn’t thought about it that way. It’s a very different picture. So, economic
decline due to labor shortages might not be as ( E ) as we fear, thanks to
technology?

That’s my belief. History shows tech revolutions often lead to new industries and
increased prosperity. It’s not about replacing humans, but redefining human labor

and making us all more efficient. It will require adaptation and investment in

_6_
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new skills, but (2)I’'m

Mai: It's a lot to think about. I feel ( (3 ) after hearing your words, but also
curious about what skills will be most important.
John: Exactly! It shifts the conversation from “doom and gloom” to “how we prepare for

this incredibly exciting, technologically advanced future.”

M1 Xho (@) KARZOIRGELLHERE, ROT~Thb—DEU% S, | 35 |
7 nice to meet you A nice talking to you

7 thanks for meeting I thank you for your advice

2 X0 (@ ) CANLZOIRSBELLEREL, ROT~I0b—2B0 R S\, 36 |
7 I'm more negative A I'm more optimistic

7 I’'m more pessimistic T I'm more unrealistic

M3 XHD ( @ ) KWANAIDIIHROBYLRFEAL, KOT ~LIhs—2FN % &y, 37|
7 a little less anxious 4 far from at ease

7 just as anxious I a little more nervous

M4 XD ( A )~ ( E ) CANADIZHEIERLDO%, ROT~Fhb—D2FT DR
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7 advanced 1 severe 7 adaptable

T. essential *  repetitive
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(1) Sk, BZEORSHEREHMOTFRIO%HD LFoTOET,

Our teacher 43 44 a serious labor
shortage.

7 to A will 7 young people

I says %+ fewer 71 lead

(2) REBIANEPFZOREZRRTE S EHELTVET,

Im [ 45 | 46

7 humanity 4 the challenge 7 to
I. can F  rise 7 confident
JE— 7 J—
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(1) Please take ( ) with you and tell them what he thinks of their plan. [ 47 l
7 these reports of his 4 these his reports
77 his reports of these I his these reports

(2) I know nothing about him ( ) he lives around here. 48
7 for A  except that 7 in that I to which

3) ( ) such a beautiful view, I was moved to tears.
7 Never to see 4 Never had I seen
7 Never having seen I Never seeing

(4) 1 was very tired and went to bed earlier last night. Otherwise, I ( ) the

movie together with my family. 50

7 enjoyed 1 would enjoy
7 had enjoyed I would have enjoyed

(5) The cars we drive now are very different from ( ) we used to drive 40 years
7 what A that 77 those I which
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